
A powerhouse of innovation, research & development

Welcome to
Skåne, Sweden
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The artificial kidney
Gambro

Medical ultrasound
Lund University

Blue tooth technology
Eriksson

²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ-
efficient shower
Orbital systems

in collaboration
with NASA

The first 
milk carton
Tetra Pak

Nicorette gum
Leo

Oatmilk
Oatly

Software for data 
visualisation
Qlikview

Asthma Inhalator 
Dracos

Facial recognition
technology
Polar Rose
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Skåne is home to numerous inventions that 
have changed the world.

Electric road for 
vehicle charging 
while travelling

Elon Road

Edible, invisible  coating 
for protecting fruit & 
vegetables

Saveggy

Edible, invisible  
coating for proecting
fruit & vegetables

Saveggy
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Sweden is also the birthplace of: 

A pioneering spirit is in Swedeńs DNA

IKEA, Spotify, Volvo, Candy Crush Saga, Skype



Sweden provides a powerful platform for success
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EU Innovation 
Index 2025

Global Sustainability 
rankings 2024

#1 in EU #2 globally

Sweden has lowest share of 
fossil fuels in its energy mix for 
electricity production in the EU

1.3%



Å Low corruption with transparent 
business processes

Å Highly digital & technologically 
advanced

Å Highly competitive economy

Å Highly export orientated economy

Sweden is an optimal 
location for business



Sweden is 2nd most innovative economy in the world

Source: Global innovation Index 2023
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Sweden is committed to innovation and R&D
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R&D EXPENDITURE AS A % OF GDP

In our R&D intense climate 
companies receive a 20% 
tax reward for R&D activities

3,5% 

Source: ??
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Sweden offers an attractive business climate

Highly competitive tax 
conditions & tax relief 
schemes, with minimum 
company start-up costs 
around EUR 2,500.

20,6% 

Corporate Tax Rate (%)

Source: ??



Strong presence of international companies
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Sweden provides 
an attractive 
business climate 
for international 
companies

COMPANY ORIGIN
Source: ??



Strong FDI flows reflect favourablebusiness conditions
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Sweden has 
experienced 
relatively high 
FDI inflows in 
recent years 

Source: ??



Snapshot of Sweden's FDI landscape

Manufacturing industry dominates
FDI assets in Sweden - distribution by branch (2021)

Finance & Insurance Property Trade & Service

Business Services Energy, Water, RecyclingIT & Telecomms

Other services Manufacturing Industry

34% 25%
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European companies dominate
FDI assets in Sweden - distribution by origin (2021)

Nordics North Americas Other European Other regions

64%
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10%
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Source: SCB (2023)



Skåne
A powerhouse of innovation that 
transforms science to business



Å Centrally located in Scandinavia

Å Gateway to the Nordics & rest of Europe

Å Accessible from everywhere

Strategic geographical location



SCANDINAVIA

NORTHERN EUROPE

SKÅNE

Skåne provides access to 22 million 
consumers in Scandinavia& a total of 
109 million consumers in Northern Europe.

Excellent market access



Å 2 international airports

Å 3 critical shipping ports

Å Well-connected rail & road network

Å Everything reachable within 1 hour

Efficient logistics 
infrastructure



TEN-T travel corroridor

Fehmarn Belt tunnel

ω Part of of TEN-T rail network

ω aŀƭƳǀ ǘƻ IŀƳōǳǊƎ ƛƴ о ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ с

Fehmarn Belt travel link 
operational in 2029



Optimal Business Climate



Skåneprovides an optimal business climate
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Supportive
ecosystem

Highly international 
environment

Thriving 
startup scene

Diverse industry 
specialisations



An optimal location for international companies

21

international 
companies in Skåne

57b USD24%91,6503,105

total number 
employed at 
international 
companies

of {ƪňƴŜΩǎ 
workforce employed in 

international 
companies

total turnover for 
companies from 

47 countries

Source:  Region Skåne, 2022
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Low operational costs

Skåne offers 20% lower 
operational costs than 
comparative regions

The annual operating cost calculations are based on the following primary inputs: Labour costsand Property costs, Currency USD
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Source: ??



Å 25 new companies started daily

Å Strong support network for companies 
which includes funding opportunities

Å Robust innovation ecosystem

Å Many opportunities for collaboration 

Thriving start-up 
& scale-up scene
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Advanced materials
& manufacturing Green transition Life scienceDigital games Tech

Key business sectors in Skåne

Foodtech



Home to three state-of-the-art material science research 
facilities ςMax IV, the European Spallation Source (ESS) 
and Nano Lab Science Village.

Advancedmaterials 
& manufacturing



Thriving game development industry with 1,800+ 
ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜǊǎΣ мрлҌ ǎǘǳŘƛƻǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛȄ ƻŦ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ мл 
largest game studios.

Digital games



!ƴ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ рл҈ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ-related R&D 
investments, and 30% of all food consumed in Sweden 
come from Skåne.

Foodtech



Home to 3 EU climate neutral mission cities within 30 
minutes of each other which are leading city 
development.

Green transition



Skåne accounts for нм҈ ƻŦ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ 
and part of Medicon Valley, bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƭƛŦŜ 
science cluster.

Life science

Photo: Apelöga



Skåneis a dynamic region with a thriving tech community, 
a high number of engineers and highly skilled people with 
an open and collaborative mindset, and a long history of 
pioneering inventions.

Tech

Photo: Apelöga



EU Innovation Leader



Skåne is an EU regional innovation leader

Innovation Leaders

Strong Innovators

Moderate Innovators

Modest Innovators

Source: Regional innovation scoreboard 2023
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Proportion of exports in Research 
and Development Services 

Research and development 
expenditure (% of GDP) 

Skåne'sR&D investments lead to global exports
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Source: SCB (2023)

Source: ??
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Photo: Apelöga

40% of these applications come from the city 
of Lund ςhome to many engineering intense 
global companies.

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
patent applications are from 
Skåne

Photo: Apelöga

Source:  ???



{ƪňƴŜΩǎinnovation ecosystem 
transforms science to business

Scientists retain 
IP rights to 

their inventions

Range of 
testbeds and R&D 
support available

Proven track 
record of successful 

spin-offs
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{ƪňƴŜΩǎ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ

Å 4 Science parks

Å 4 Universities

Å 9 Cluster organisations

Å Testbeds& R&D

Å Incubators, accelerators/ 
innovation support
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Photo: Apelöga

Science parks

Å Ideon

ÅMedeon

ÅKrinova

ÅMedicon Village



38

Universities

ÅLund University

ÅMalmö University

Å{ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Alnarp

ÅKristianstad University

ÅWorld Maritime University
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Photo: Apelöga

Cluster organisations

ÅOpentech

ÅMedia Evolution

ÅFood innovation network

ÅGame Habitat

ÅMedicon Valley Alliance

ÅPackbridge

Å Industrial Development Centre South (IUC Syd)

ÅSustainable Business Network

ÅSwedish Marine technical forum


